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THE Y. M. C. A. CANVASS

With its 1,348 new members, gain-

ed in its six-da- y membership cam-

paign, the total enrollment of the
Washington Y. M1. C A. now is
3,805. This is the largest membership
fi any association in this country in
K city approximating Washington's
Mzc save the Seattle and Portland,
Ore., associations.

The membership campaign of the
Washington association has been
notable, not only for its success in
getting members, but for the dis-

tinguished list of men who have
aided its cause. No other Y. M.
C. A. has ever been able to com-

mand in a single week the President
of the United States and three mem-

bers of his Cabinet to aid in an ef-

fort of this sort.
But equal credit should be given

to the dozens of Washington busi-

ness men who gave unstinted ef-

fort and time during the past week.
Judge Walter W. Warwick, assist-
ant comptroller of the Treasury,
who was general chairman, and the
division chairmen, Holcombe O.
Johnson, H. S. Omohundro, Edmund
S. Wolfe, Arthur D. Call and Grant
Leet, represent the type of men who
also served as captains and members
of the teams. For such a work
these men could not have been en-

gaged for money, but they respond-
ed loyally to this bit of community
service for which Washington should
be proud.

BUYING NEUTRAL SHIPS

If it .is true that Mr. Wilson, in
the execution of his ship purchase
policy, does not intend to buy or
use any vessel of a belligerent, then
it is not to be gainsaid that there is
and will be no need for him to con-

sult the purpose or consider the
views of any foreign power at peace
or at war. It is an indisputable
American right to buy and use neu-

tral ships; nobody on earth will
challenge it.

Yet if this is the Wilson pro- -
gram, then there still remain
serious questions, not as regards for-
eign governments at war, but as re-
gards the possible success of this
plan. They are:

1. Where, when every neutral ship
that is seaworthy enough to keep
afloat can earn her value in a single
voyage by carrying a cargo for her
present owners, can Mr. Wilson buy
at anything but a prohibitive cost
neutral vessels?

2. How can ships bought at from
two to ten times their normal value
and operated at much heavier crew
cost than any foreign ships that
sail the seas ever become profitable
or ever compete for business with
such foreign ships except at a ruin-
ous drain on the United States
Treasury, which must foot unlimited
losses?

3. Threatened with bankruptcy
which prefaces Government bond
issues and double and even triple
taxation of the American people to
meet the deficit already growing
prodigiously, where is the Treasury
going to get the money to pour into
the hulks of such a, Wilson merchant
marine?

BUY-A-BAL- E RELIEF

A clever means of obtaining ban-
dages and absorbent cotton has been
devised by the War Relief Commit-
tee. While cotton exports have been
going out with a rush 190,000 bales
in two days arrangements have
been made with a large mill to ex-
change the manufactured articles
for bales of cotton purchased in the
recent tried and melancholy buy-a-ba- le

movement.
The bales, of course, are to be

obtained gratis; and already, it is
reported, the scheme has worked so
successfully that "hundreds of dol-
lars of material has been received in
exchange for bales donated in re-
sponse to personal appeals."

Thus endeth happily, it seems, the
pleasant fiction that buying single
bales of cotton at charity bazaar
prices was a sound investment un-
dertaking. The movement has had
an outcome which, if not relieving
the embarrassed South of its surplus
cotton, as there never was the slight-
est chance of its doing, is at least
carrying out to some degree, if in
another direction, the general phil-
anthropic sense of the movement.

It was philanthropic-- imnulse which
led men to purchase each his little
bale. We have no doubt that were
deductions for charitable expendi-
tures perniitted many a man's in-

come tax return would include a
credit of $50 "contributed to the
South." These same men might hesi-tal- c

at ?50 in hard currency for the
war relief committee; but "Won't
you give your bale?" may be a dif

ferent, almost an appealing, propo-
sition.

In what good may come to the
war sufferers from the buy-a-ba- le

fiasco there may be' some comfort to
the South out of an emotional cru-
sade vfhich depressed the price of
cotton abnormally by insisting to
buyers that there was no bottom to
its value this side of zero.

WHEAT AT $1 65

Wheat sold at $1.65 in Chicago
Yesterday and at. corresponding fig-

ures ' in the other markets of the
country. There is always, in such
circumstances, a magalomaniac dis-

position to peg out a claim on yet
higher prices, and $2 wheat is being
talked about with a good deal of in-

sistence and some reason. The world
has Been wheat go to $2 and even
higher on various occasions as a
result of war conditions; and never
were such war conditions faced as
those of today.

England and Germany are both en-

gaged now in a desperate phase of
the effort by each to starve the other.
One of the illogical market condi-
tions is that the market took a vio-

lent turn upward just at the time
and by reason of the raid by Ger
man submarines in the Irish sea. It
is easy enough to understand why in-

creasing difficulty of getting wheat
across the ocean should make its
price go up in Liverpool; but it is
not at all plain that added difficulty
in getting wheat odt of this country
ought to make its price higher here.
However, so completely does the
foreign market dominate the Ameri-
can, that Liverpool can make prices
for our wheat even when it foresees
the possibility that it may not be
able to take it from us.

Italy continues a huge buyer, with
increasing indications that she will
plunge into the war. before the
spring campaign is fairly on. That
would probably bring in Roumania;
and Roumania is a great wheat-growin- g

country.
The complications regarding ship-

ping rights continue to increase.
Germany has given notice that food
supplies will be taken over and doled
out by the government; and Britain
retaliates by declaring that food-
stuffs of all kind destined to Ger-
many will have to be regarded here-
after as conditional contraband of
war. Conditional contraband means
that it will be held up if it can be
shown to be destined for government
and military use. The German gov-
ernment replies that imported grains
will not be brought under the con-

fiscation order; they will be allowed
to go to and be controlled by the
private consignees. But even if that
rule could be enforced in the most
literal way, the fact that the gov-
ernment was controlling all do-

mestic supplies would practically
establish the conditions and prices
of the imported, stuff. If the gov-
ernment is handling domestic sup-
plies, then every bushel of private
importation must ease the pressure
on the government supplies, and
serve the government purpose prac-
tically as if the importation were
made by the government itself. Thus
Britain seems to be justified in as-

suming that any foods destined for
Germany constitute a potential
strengthening of the German eco.
nomic and military posture.

In this connection the horrors of
present-da-y warfare are accentuated
by the German program of hunting
ships of commerce with submarines.
Under the long-establish- ed rules of
war, when a belligerent seizes an
enemy ship it has the right to sink
her; but if on board there are goods
destined from one neutral to another,
the country that sinks her is re-
quired to give compensation for
those neutral goods. Further, the
belligerent ship that sinks a prize
is expected to take off the crew of
the prize first, and not sacrifice their
lives.

But it is now declared that the
German submarines will not be able
to care for the crews of captured
ships. In one case at least the crew
was merely given time to get over-
board into small boats; then the ship
was torpedoed and sent to the bot-
tom, and the flock of little boats left
to take their chances with the seas.
This is unavoidable when submarines
are sent commerce-destroyin- g; but
it adds a new horror to war in a
day in which effort has been direct-
ed to mitigating those horrors.

The multiplying difficulties of car-
rying on business of any kind in the
face of the war conditions increase
every day the danger of extending
the war area and involving countries
heretofore apparently safe. Seem-
ingly, too, the belligerents are using
all ingenuity, each to make the other
appear as the aggressor and offend-
er. The doings of the past month
have given the war a more menacing
look, from the standpoint of nations
not yet engaged, than ever before.

CRIME, NOT WARFARE

Presumptive proof that the man
who attempted to destroy the rail-
road bridge at the Vanceboro boun
dary lino between the United States,
and Canada is not an officer of the
German army, as he pretends, is that
(he German army would no more
countenance an act like his, under
the circumstances, thun it would
countenance his walking into a pri
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vate house in Canada and shooting)

' down an unarmed citizen there.
By no possible construction of .in-

ternational law or treaty could it be
held that Van Horn was conducting
war against Canada, and therefore
committing a justifiable act of bel-

ligerency rather than a criminal de-

struction of private property and
potential murder in so far as his
crime was intended to plunge a train
through the treBtle and take the
lives of ts.

Whether the crime was committed
on Canadian soil or on American soil

there can be no real question of Van
Horn's military status or political
rights. He has none. The questions
to be determined are whether ho is
to be punished under the law of the
United States, if the act of which he
is guilty was committed on this side
of the line, or under the laws of
Canada, if it was committed on the
other side. And if hist crime had
cost human life, Canadian or Ameri-
can, there would be no question in
cither country there would be none
in his own that he should swing
from the gallows.

NEW YORK AN EXAMPLE

New York ojiy is facing a grave
financial situation. Ever since the
consolidation of the boroughs into
the present greater city, extrava-
gance has run riot. The municipal
debt is now rather higher than the
public debt of the United States. The
annual budget is about $200,000,000,
or one-fift- h that of the Federal Gov-

ernment. Indeed, if the postal ap-

propriation be left out of considera-
tion for it is in fact paid by the
earnings of the department the
New York city budget is just about
one-four- th that of the United States
Government.

The condition grows out of the
rule of the city by a legislature that
does not represent the city alone, but
the State. The New York World
makes the startling statement that
two-thir- of the city expehses arc
fixed for it by the legislature at Al-

bany, so that they cannot be trimmed
even if an economical administration
at the city hall should so desire. As
a result, new forms of taxation are
being planned by the present city ad-

ministration, which with no respon-
sibility has inherited the fearful
burden.

New York's position suggests
some reflections on the relations be-

tween Washington and the nation.
Congress makes the appropriations
for Washingion; but it has assumed,
in consideration of that privilege,
the obligation to pay half of them.
There are people who would like to
undo this relationship, and leave
Congress free to appropriate, with-

out having the responsibility to pay
any fixed share. The results, sooner
or later, would be likely to parallel
pretty closely those in New York.

It is a dangerously easy business,
this of spending other people's
money. It is especially tempting
when there is the excuse of provid-
ing political jobs; and that excuse
would exist here. New York is be-

ginning to clamor seriously for the
privilege of real home rule, and' the
development of its financial affairs
in recent years surely justifies the
demand. As matters stand now, no-

body whom Now York can reach and
call to account is quite responsible
for what is done.

Under a governmental scheme
which divides the fiscal burden, Con-
gress has given Washington a wise
administration at least in regard to
the imposition of a great municipal
debt. This city has a debt so small
as to be negligible, and is in sight
of a surplus in its revenues that will
before many years pay the debl
There is not another city of com-
parable size in the land that is in so
fortunate a posture as concerns its
debt. Yet New York and Washing-
ton are in many ways entitled to be
compared. Each has been practically
rebuilt, on bigger and more gener-
ous lines in the last generation.
Each has faced the necessity of liv-

ing up to its position in the world.
The one has accomplished this with-
out incurring a vast "debt-- or break-
ing down its credit; the other has
brought the second municipality of
the world to the verge of financial
disaster.

No legislative authority is good
enough to be trusted with ruling a
community to which it is not respon-
sible. Albany is not responsible to
New York and it doesn't have to pay
New York's bills. The results are to
be seen in the present state of af-

fairs there. Congress is responsible,
on the fiscal side at least, for Wash-
ington: it pays. There is a vast dif-

ference.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The annual gathering of the
Chumbcr of Commerce of the United
States is opening in Washington to-da- y.

Never has there been, since
this organization was founded, an
occasion when wider opportunity of
usefulness was presented by the men
who may be regarded as speaking
(witli some authority the business
sentiment of the nation. It is a
time when extraordinary conditions
prevail, iinii when therefore extra-
ordinary measures may be justified.
To only a less extent than the coun- -'

tries actually in war, is the United

States compelled to adopt unusual
meuioas to conserve and consolidate
its interests. The world is only a
community, and what affects one-ha- lf

of it concerns the other 'half
only in a somewhat different way.

The unprecedented commercial
and financial conditions, the start-
ling measures that Germany, Eng-
land and the other belligerent powers
have been forced to adopt, all en-
force the determination that regular
rules and economic laws are sus-
pended for the time being. Chaos
would prevail if somewhere there
were not a powerful guiding influ-
ence to direct and aid. It is partic-
ularly important that political dif-
ferences should bo relegated at such
a time, and ,fhat as far as possible
a united effort be made to meet the
conditions that face the world and
the country.

The Chamber of Commerce of the
United States is quulifled to em-
phasize the need for such a solidarity
of national policy and effort. Its
session will result in much good if
it shall be able to impress the pub-
lic that patriotism of the broadest,
most intelligent sort, not factionism,
class interest or political advantage,
is to be the guiding thought of the
whole, business community. And it
is fairly to be expected that such a
policy will rule.

THE PLUCKING BOARD

In passing the amendment to
abolish the plucking board of the
navy, the House has done a piece of
work that will be nretty certain to
be indorsed by the Senate, and very
sure of approval by the country. It
has long been past understanding
that naval authorities should, on the
one hand, foment alarm about the
short supply of naval officers that
could be brought into service in case
of war, and on the other sustain such
an instrumentality as the plucking
board) which seemed to have par-
ticular talent for forcing good of-
ficers into retirement, and keening
others scared half to death.

The case of Capt. T. M. Potts,
who was plucked by the board for
inefficiency, and who, by a particu-
larly gallant and efficient display of
seamanship,, a few days later saved
tho ship from whose command he
had not yet been released, brought
the evils of the plucking board
sharply to public, attention.

Then there was the case of
Colonel Perkins of the Marine Corps,
who was given the alternative of re-
tiring or being retired' on the charge
that he was insane. He naturally
enough asked to be retired. Then a
fight was started in his behalf, and
it seems pretty completely demon-
strated that there was no justifica-
tion whatever for the charges
against him, and that he was the
victim of a very great injustice, to
say nothing worse. The House bill,
at any rate, includes a provision for
his restoration to active service. Un-
der the bill, also, a considerable list
of men who have been plucked may
be reinstated theby President on re-
port of the Congressional commit-
tees.

School Board Sidesteps
Married Teacher's Case
Despite tho effort (if Mrs Carl HcU-niii- ii

and her fi lends to have her cukebrought before the Boaid qf Education.
ho tlmt she may continue teaching, theboard will not act this afternoon on the.matter of allowing teacheis who marry
to continue In the service.

Owing to the illness of Ernest 11. Dan-iel, a member of tin; committee consid-ering' "Rule 45," which automatically re-
tire teuchem upon marriage, this com-
mittee is not yet ready to report. Henry
P. Ulair and Jolui B. Larner are thother members of the committee.

Paul I,esh, icccntlv named hh attorney
for Mrs. Helltnan. will plead her causewith board members, it is understoodbeforo any legal action is taken.

Attacked in Alley
By Two Colored Men

alter Geldmachor, twenty-fiv- e years
old, o PHfi Tenth street northwest, was
treated at the Emergency Hospital to-
day for contusions about the face andhead. Ho told the pollco he was setupon by two unidentified colored menas ho wan passing through the allevbounded by s'lnth and Tenth streets.Marsachusotts avenue and K streetsnorthwest about 7 o'clock last evening
Gelr'inaehcr declared that the assaultwas unprovoked.

Architects Here Plan
For Acquiring Clubhouse

Plans for acquiring a new clubhouse
were outlined before tho members of thoWashington Atchltectiual Club lastnight by President Arthur 1,. Hlakct-lce- ,

who Is chaitman of the committee au-
thorized to ascertain the .sentimentamong Washington aitists for a per-
manent home or dub.

Mr. Blakeslcn explained that the needof a club for architects, artists, .iculp-tor- s.

designers, and those of siniilaiprofessions Is urgent. The ArchitecturalCluh also outllue plans for an exiilbftIn 'he Corcoran Art Callery carlv next

Boy Tramps to Leesburg
To Find His Pet Dog

Thiiteon-.- v ear-ol- d William A. Sinith-urst- ,'

of ICI Wisconsin avenue norili-v.es- t.

'for whom n search has been In
progress since he dlsappeaied from his
home early Monday morning, has been
located at the home of relatives In Lees-burg. Vh. Young Smithurst tramped toLeesVuig to find his pet dog, which dis-
appeared several weeks ago. Tim par-
ents o the boy were unable today to
piiv whether their son's Journey had nun
with success or not

Concert in Mt. Pleasant.
Wiotrd bx Miss Isabel Huclvanan.

sopi.ino. of rhiladflphi i the i; ruins
i lunii of lb Mount Pica., i 'ongrrgatlon.il l'hiini v on
ceit tonight In the ehuiilt Columbia
read, near Fourteenth street northwest.

PROGRAM
(For Today and Tomorrow.)
Meeting: of frnUrnnl, social and otherorganisations of the Nation Capital,

to&ether with a brief tabulation of themost Important events erheduUd for to-
day and tomorrow, and attractions Htthe various playtiouieii. By reference tothis column the reader may find ft a
Rinnce tho time and place of. happen- -

I" Washington today and tomor-ro-
Tho Sunday luue of The Timespresents a program ot events for theensulnc wcek

Today.
Maionlc-Washlng- ton Centennial. Ke. 14.Osiris No. !6; Kin Solomon, No. SI; Bast

'i' Columbia. No- - ' ''J lirluht--.""- 'i
N,9- - ? Koyal Arch Masons; Potomac,

;;" Knlglita Templar; Arcme, No, 10,
Knstern Htur.

Odd Fellow No. 7: Harmony. No.!: Inderal City No. 20; Friendship, No. 12;Mount Ncbo, No 6, nticainpment.
Knights of Pythlaa-Mo- unt Vernon, No. fi;

J'nlon. No. 22; Friendship Temple, No. 9,
1'Mhlun Sitters,

Socialist Parly-Workm- en's Circle -- xecutivecommittee and Urnncli 9 811 E streetnorthwest, .15 p. m.
MccthiR. National Llnio Manufacturers' As-

sociation, Cntjlnet ro-jn- New Wlllard. S p.

Meeting, Chamber of Commerce ot the Pnlte.lStates, larde ball room, New Wlllard, 2
and S p. m.

Lectutc, "Fanny Ilurney and I)r Johnson,"??',. .,;lara..,)ewlck ''olby. led pallor. NewEbultt, 10:43 a, m. and 4:43 p. in.
Banquet, Sophomore class. 5eorgeto,vn Uni-versity, Krlll loom, Powhatan. S p. in.
McethiB, Day Nursery, oak room, ItnlelRh,

MoethiK, ColUgr Won, Club, oak room,
Itnlelifh. 8 p. in.

Organ recital, Alfred (J, Khlridg. underauspices of the Washington Socletv of theFlnp Arts, Church of i:pphan, 4:V p. m.
Cornell, Evening chorus. Mt. Pleasant Con-gregational I liurcb, 8:15 p m.Meeting, Cltlr.enV Association of ''hewhast. U. '.. homo of Mr Hogers. 37JOIIer street northwest. S p m
UlUHtiatod lectuie. benefit of llruen Home

lor Destitute Children, Calvari Haptlst.
Church, S p in. ,

Meeting, Hoard of Education. FranklinSchool, n..T0 p m.
Illustrated address, "The World's Ortatcstllrldgei. by llnry S Jaioby. ueforoWashington Society of nnglnecrs, I'osinoi

club.
Meeting, councils of the National Union,

P tlilnn Temple, R p. in
M.ctlng. PrniiLls Prott Ke Council. rtoalArcanum, In hall, K p. in.
MeetnB. Municipal Council. Koyal ArcanumNw Masonic Temple. 8 p. m
Afternoon tOu party, Library 'lllv. ladlesof the Maicnbecs, at homo of Mrs. 31c- -

Kelvey. 41S Seienth street northwest, "
P. in.

Klectluu. members of the Congressional ( tub.at i lull house. 2001 New Hampshire awnuu
northwet, nil ila.

Concert. Culled States Soldiers' Home lund
Orchestra. Stanley Hall, Soldiers' llnim,
7 Ho p in

Amusements.
Helasco 'The i.llac Domino." J.JO and f 20

P. in.
National The Miracle Mnn," 2 IS and l:13

P. in
I olumbla ".lack's llomauee," 1:13 p. m.
roll's "A- - a Mun Thinks." 2.15 and :13 p

m.
V Keith's udeillle. 2.1S and S:15 p. in.Cosmos auilcttlli', continuous.

Casino- - Vaiidcxlllc. continuous.!aet Hurlearjue. 2.13 and 8:13 p rn
Majestic llurlrmiue, S.I3 p m
Mraud -- Phitiiplu, II a In. to 11 p. m.
Harden Plmtopla)s. II a. m. to 11 p in

ramiaii a rioinpia. 11 a in. to 11 ! in.
Arcade -- Dancing to u p. m.

Tomorrow.
Mnonl -- N.naf? No. 1, Ilium No 10, La

l'aielte. No IS. William II hliigleton. No
"(i. Man. nl Hoard of Itellef. Utdltn' nUhl
In all of Scottish Kite Usthor. No
f, Kstcrn StR

Odd IVIIuua olumbla, No. 10, Cmv-IbIo-

Nh. 17; Salem, No. .'.'
Knights of Pythian Franklin. No ;, .1, T

Calduell Co. No. 17. Military Hank
hocidllst l'art -- Herman branch and Sunda

sdiool conference, Sll I? street northwest.
1& v. III. iConentlu. Chamber of Ceminerce of the'lilted States, large ballroom New W'lll-ird- .

10:30 a m , 1 and K p m.
'onventlon. Nitlonal Mine Manufa-- t Jre'rs'

Xsoiatlon, cabinet loom, New wlllard 10
a. m.

Dance Washington Filipino Club, red iuom,
New Wlllnrd. ' p m

Meeting Washington Home As-s-

Intlon. brture hall. Public I.lbrnrj. ..30
P rn.

Dinner roinpllnicntarj to Col D. J Palmer,
commander-in-chie- f of 5 A It. by De-
partment of the I'otoinae, oak room, h

s p. rn
Meeting. California Sot let v of Washington,

Halilgh. s p in
Annual prom of Georgetown Ijw School

Junior cla-- ItaiiKi'her's, S p m
lecture, "Hercdltv and Marriage" Dr. Alex-

ander Craham Hell, assembly hall, V M
C A . S p m.

Meeting, Council. Knights of Co-
lumbus. In hull S p m

le.ctiue, ItjpiiiitUin," .lames llprr.lhan.
' tleorgetowii College, s p in

Annual meeting. Mhhlgan luninl Associa-
tion, ItauKCher's. x p. m.

Address, 'The Intluenie or Women In
Mfalrs," Sim letary of StateHrjan, hi fore Anthony Club' at residence

of Mrs Natiett,. . Paul. 2017 Columbia
road uorih(st. S p in.Program, Nntlonal Prisi Club, 3 p. m

L ROAD E

DEMURRAG E RATE

New Schedule Designed to Fa-

cilitate Movement of Re-

frigerator Cars.

The American railroads hnte'put into
effect n revised schedule of deinurrnKu
charges on refrlgcnitoi cats in which
pciisliable frciBht is shipped.

The new schedule allows shippers
two days' fr--- use of cars, following
which thete Is a charge of Jl a day
for the thlid. fontth. and tifth d.ic,
ami J3 a da for the sixth. scntli,
and elsrhth da that equipment is In Id.
Tor the ninth md each mm ceejdliiR da
the dally charce Is J5

The old reRUlntlons allowed two la'free use of the cjis and a uniform
charso of I fot each additional day.

The aim of the new i emulations is
to facilitate the handling of shipments
requiring; tefrig;ei.tor car mt Ice. Tho
new charge has received the indorse-.nen- t

of the Xiuionnl Iiidiielitu! Ttaflc
I.enKiie, wliuf-- membership is com-
posed of the tnffti iimr.nK!H of m.mu-faeturlt'-

and Industrial plants, with a
lew to with the rnllioads

in the prompt movement of unfile.
Delays to uaftic have been nccnsloncd

fre.jticntlv on account of shijipcrr and
consignees c:.in lo,- - 'torus

of loading; and unloading them
piotnptl. Wh-M- i lallrcoii equipment is
used as warchnJtc facilities, ear short-ape- s

have been evperlcnced, especially
when such H the practice of large

Other Jndorsers- - of the new tniiffs.
which have been filed with the Intci-.stat- e

Comnieico Commission and vail- -

oits State commlfs'oncs, are llir National
Poultrj. iiuttt r and i.hr Association.
YVeMcni I'riilt Jobbers- In-

tel national Apple Mnpprrj- , ."Delation,
Noith P.irllle Fruit Distribute! s and
New York State, Cold Sioiuqc Ajsocia-tic- u

Madden Urges Justice
For All Colored People

Two thousand coloied peisons wero
addressed b t'onsrcssm.m Martin B,
.Maild'Mi of Illinois at a meeting; of the
Hethel l.lter.ir.v Mid Historical Assocla-tto- n

in Metropolitan African ,. .;.
I 'Inn eii lat night.

lie spoke of the woik being done tor
Hie lictlerineiit ol the coloied people,
toiii-hin- s 'it leiuth nn the suhicct ol
rqu-i- l juMler line ol the feature o
ih- nifetlni. w.'f- - i ook "Its the

von;: Wiuiic Vn to Treat Iho Nc-'gr-

to the tun of Tipparary '

Newton Confesses To
Early Poetic Ravings
Assistant Secretary of Treas-

ury, Dogged Through the
Years, Admits Authorship.

LONG DODGED ACCUSATION

Haunting Lines, Ascribed to

Others, at Last "Come

Home to Roost."

By J. R. HILDEBRAND.
Murder will out. So will poetry.
Tile ohly difference, stoutly asserts

Pyron is. Newton, is that you can live
murder down. Wearily, sadly, patheti-
cally, the Assistant Sectotar.v of the
Treasuty will tell ou that lie believes
he could redeem hlmsell I torn homicide,
but Jean Viiljcun couldn't have es-

caped the consequences of committing
poetry. Mr. Xnvvton considers himself
a veritable Jimmy Valentine ol the
poetic mure.

Just Fails To Escape.
lie has made valiant attempts to es-

cape. He never quite attained to homi-
cide, but he did malie phoney money
once, just to be able to "Kct tho goods"
on a sang of counterfeiters, and tho
first thine he did when he entered the
Treasury Department was to look up
the old vouchers paying; him a $50 rd

for that exploit.
Hut that Incident did not discount the

poetic ofense. Nor did his work in
"covciliiB" Santiago during; the Spanish-Am-

erican war, nor sending; homo
"coops" about Colonel Roosevelt's
Rough Riders, nor gettinc the first
pictures of the Wright hi others' first
experiments at Kitty Hawk, N. r , nor
playing; his way home, minstrel fashion,
on a violin, when he was stranded In
Canada, nor managing the .Molssaut
aeroplane flights, nor being; the first
man to fly out over the Pacific in an
aeroplane, nor helping William G.

in the construction of the Hudson
tunnol.

Uut at every turn the public over-
looks these achievements, aerial, crotscountry, and subterranean, and points,
with an accusing finger, at these lines;
"Vulgar in manner, overfed.
Overdressed and underbred;
Heartless, Godless, Hell's delight,
Rude by day and lewd by night,
Hcdwarled the man, o'crgrcjwn the

biute,
Ruled by Boss and Dissolute.
Purple robed and pauper clad,
Raving, rotting, money mad;
A squirming herd in mammon's llcsli,
A wilderness of human flesh;
Crazed with avarice, lust and rum,
'New York,' thy name is 'Delirium.' "

Told at Press Club.
And when the Assistant Secretary

arose, last week at the "X" night at
the National Press Club, and in re-
signed fashion told of the latest form
theso haunting lines had assumed to
taunt him. it wan his tlnal admission
that he had succumbed, and had de-
cided, not to claim, but to admit them,
as his own.

Their llr.st publication was not in
the New York Herald, hut In the Little
Herald, a satirical sheet gotten out in
Imitation of the Herald at that paper's
staff dinner each year. Newton, then a
Herald teportci, had Just returned from
a gi uesome murder assignment, nd,
exhausted, was asked to write a few
lines for the annual Issue. In dour and
discouraged mood he penned those
lines.

To Ills surprise thc later began to
ci op up in various State papers, vai-lous- ly

credited. Newton smiled and
kept his counsel Due night a "tlpstei."
that special peculiar to Gotham news-piiperdo-

who tilings ideas into an
oflli e for other men to vvh'p into a
'"story." dropped mound with a tin ti-

ling stor.v of a suicide
"Now, old mnn, the real 'human

touch to this bit ol verse,
scrawled in the man's own hand, found
beside him," the news vendor concluded,
as he produced a penciled copy of New-
ton's "Toast to New York."

This was a little too much for New-
ton. "Kltlier you are a liar, or he wa.-iin- d

is searching for it now." he shout-
ed "Get out!"

Message From Boston.
Not many months later Newton

a 'telegram from a New Y'ork
dramatic editor who had been attend-
ing a dinner of his fraternity in Hoston.
The message read. "Rush verification of
your authorship of 'Ode to New Y'ork." "
Newton forgot about the request until
after midnight when another more Im-
perative message arrived. 'Sii. old
man, wire me jou wrote thnt poem. I've
been jugged for calling n man a liar
w ho claimed them. '

Newton attended dlnuei himself
when a globe trotter, who had been In-
vited to relate his experience reached a
pi roralion with the "Ode," and told in
detail how he bad written the lines in
Rome, how the American colony had re-
ceived the verse, and how thej had sent
it forth to be copied all ov. t the Con-
tinent Newton was more discreet thanhis pugnacious friend and satisfied him-
self with asking numeious questions
about the composition of the lines.

Hy ibis time Newton's authorship hadbeen proclaimed ivldelv, and his friendsshook thelt heads, put their tongues In
their cheeks, and warned him that hewas "flni-he- J ro far us New York wasconcerned.

But Ncwtni '.isuied otherwise. Hav-
ing obsetven the wily trick of rn mvstatesmen who simply break forth in anew place to make the public forget mi.pleasant Incidents, he decided he (iuld
outslili the poem about v thirdlap. k

' .
Newton'. experiences in .Santiago. h..t

:id entities with tho eailv succes-if.i- t v.
petii tc-t- s in aviation, how lie "di.-eo-v-

ereii v. imam U. Mcnloo. and wrote
the Mist feature stor.v that made New
Vorfc take his Hudson tube project serl-ousl- v.

how lie li. milled the puhllcitv for
that pioject. how he came to Washing,
ton at a fnancial sacriflc. Just to "sec
t 111 i thing through" with Secretary

bow he hies to his den mid
Indulges In violin playing and

verse making as a relaxation, all would
make the sol t of featuie article that
Vewlon used to write If onl.v he. would
tell thehi.

Holds the Original.
Tn his trunk- - of clippings and roll s,

letters from public men. and Journals
kept hy himself Is unwritten hlslor.v in
abundance. Thete. lor example, are the
copies of the oiiglunl dispatches urnl i v
himself and other newspaper ncn from
the fleet off Santiago. Theie are highh
Interesting letters, memoranoa, mid
papers connected with his work Out Ins;
the Wilson campaign.

It H In this same den that ,i music
rack and violin are filwajs within
revel,, and wheie, when Wenrifu,- - llns-in-

who lfves next dooi and whose
librarv I wall-to- . wall with I hi- - ,on,
liecins in i In ni .. 'oo loiiil hl ,j.
loiieal .us. nils upon Hi 1. :no. .

pi'iH, Nov ton pieKi up III n ll'i i i,d
drowns out Hie s ln,i eP In ,i
wealth of Improvised ineloih

But those are other storici, and nr- -

BYRON R. NEWTON.

way Newton, who has thrown Open the
doors wider to newspaper men than al-
most any other official in tho Adminis-
tration, also has assumed .i sphinx-lik- e

silence about his past, poetry and
all, because he knows, as he told Press
Club members, the perils of what ho
terms "personal publicity."

When he arrived in Washington the
"Toast to New Yoik" stoiy rattled its
skeleton again. Just bei'oie that an
f.ctor had sent out beautifully

copies of it to his friends, mod-tbtl- y

claiming Its authorship.
But the climax came only a few days

ago. To the Assistant Secretary's desk
came a tract from n tract bureau af
vvoodiJNdgo. .N. j and that was the
blow that made the poet turn and rise'up to clinch his claims io authotshlp.
Tho tract, which received this belated
acknowledgment beforo the Press Club,
follows- -

"A little while ago there was u bright
young newspaper man In the city of
New York, thirty-on- e ears old. He
suddenly fell Jielr to $VVX. What a
pity!

"Without Funds and Friends."
"The prodigal's wild, swift eouise was

run, and llnally he awoke one morning
In his hotel to find himself without
money and without friend?. He wont to
some of hie companions who were even
vet eniovltiir Homo of Mu Inrmm l.iit
could get nothing. How true Is Luke
XV, 'No man gave unto him.'

"Then he stepped Into a driiij stoic,
pot ids dose, returned to his hotel, wrote
these lines, and in a few minutes lie
was dead. Here is what he wrote-

(I lre Is reprinted the 'Toast to ew
York '

"Reader, this short, sad story is true:
It i onlv one of many such.

' Mav eternity reveal a blighter
j sequel'

"But how about tint lonible toast?'
Was It the moie raving of a ruined
drpnknrd. or .did this sad experience
and the ne.u ripprcmh of death clear
his vision, and give him his Just view
of N'W York as it Is""

There w i two pages moio. And
then and thoie Newton determined the
wages of poetry is a candid admission.

The Silver
Lining

Edited Bv ARTHUR BAER.

The air 's free c world, as Mi.
Bryan said, but ye proletariat will con-
tinue to il ml moieniouilfthiuent in soup.

every nine we ioik ov or tnirly or
thlrtv-tlv- o cents, we wonder why they
call 'em dime messengers.

The nc-.v- t champagne bottle shaped
miss le would he fai more deadly if it
weie shaped like ,i hill for Ihe same.

Can't lUure how a school kid can en-
joy an educational movie.

Apparonlh the ship purchase bin met
the K.irlsi ulie

teapivnr
I M aW4'P ''"

nlPF "Mt. Pleasant
I oiks roa.st ih
t r ans port at ion
facilities, an yet
ain't had a sub-
way accident jn
two centuries."

I.ondon't limits aio dimmed f.u fearof aeroplane attacks, but upper Finn-tcent- h

street menhants say thev ion'tat war with anybody.

The groundhog may not have seen hisshadow, but a bl'zzmd ilorsm't leadthe papers

Winston Churchill says a cotnpU to
blockade in a chimera, but npparonllv

intun forgets the Hold ,11111 slido.

Now uilii) folks never erj ovei split
milk so long at- the waller is iinn - cue-fu- l

with the wine.

At least the war is miuewhat of a f.

These lleieo Kurone.m murium.
mpnla llfivpn'l ,ii ,.A i ,.,. ." -. a,,, nii-- i n;iri Jinni's.i
on one end of 'em.

l.onk as If May wheal llgiu.s that
the cow In "Mother Goose" has bold
sin illegal monopolv in jumping ov oi
the moon long enough

If Sen iloi Sinool h.td lilk'd .fr'ni
hour-- - over the telephone innl. mIiiI
a huivcst Hie jicw ta.x would lime uap.
ed tor the Government.

Attractions
Coming To

Washington
A new American star antt nr

American comedy como to tho Columbia
Theater next week. There have been
many theatrical premieres of importance
in Washington, and a number ot th
foremost of the actresses of today mado
their stellar dehnt In thin nltv
Chailcs Frohman regards it as flttlnt
tnat nc should produce Porter Emerson
Hrownn'fl latest play here, and at thssome time present Ann Murd6ck for thhi'st time as a star at the head of herown company.

Miss Murdock is a slender, bluftyeniyoung woman, with masses of red koW
hair, "who won her spurs" In several

Kiiiur productions ana quaunea ror atellar career by her artistic work In
'Tho Beautiful Adventure." Mr. Kroh- -

man has selected for her use Mr.
Browne's Intent nlnv "A rUrA r t.day," a comedy in four acts. Th scenes
of the play are all laid in New YorkcltV. alld the notion taUna nlnp. n u.
present time. As indicated by the tit!
iiiu iierunie is a young gin or the pres-
ent generation.

At the Xew National Theater next
week the eminent KniritBh o.i. .,.
Maude, and his London Playhouse Com- -
puny, will be seen for the first tlmo inWashington In a new comedy drama."Grumpy." written by Horace Hodges
ai'd. J' ,wS,ne' Pcrcyval. the authorof "Sunday."

Besides giving Mr. Maude a characterrole "Grumpy;' has the advantage oftelling a thrilling mystery store. Mr.Maude plays the part of an old lawyer,retiring after a strenuous career andanxious to be left to his own devices.Much against his will, he Is drawn Intoa vortex ot activity by a criminal cas. t

All the old Instinct Is aroused, and hjplunges Into the cbbo with zeal.
The cast includes Klsle Mackav. JohnHarwood, Rowinnd Buckstonc, Alexan-

der Onslow, Iycslie Buswell, James Dale.(. Probyn-LHghto- n, William Moore, UTroilopc, Mabel Hicks, and Maud An-
drew-.

Every one who enjoyed the onialnZ
humor, the Yankee shrewdness an
the unique personality of William
Hodge as Daniel Voorhees Pike In f"The Man From Home," will be glad
to welcome that youngr actor to thoBolasco next week In his latest suc-
cess, "The Itoad to Happiness." Thsame delightful features that were
found in his Impel sonatlon of Pike ansaid to distinguish his new role ofJim Whitman in the new play.

"The Itoad to Happiness" concerns
the mj-Bter- of a foundling, discoveredon the doorstep of Squire Hardcastlo'.ihome" and resembles to a slight de-gree "Way Down Kast." The charac-ters might havo stepped out of anv
one of James A. Heme's domesticdramas, and its pictures of American, j
home-lif- e rival those of DenmaaThompson's footllght classic. Whit-
man It is who unravels the secYet of
the foundling-- . In btipport of Hodge
are Ida Vernon, Marie Haynes, Ger-
trude Hits. Hazel Sexton, Scott Coop-
er, Azack Evans, George Lund. Edwin
"Melvln. Taylor Carroll, and HowardMorgan.

The introduction of the now members
or the Poll Players will be made the oc-
casion for the pioduclion next week for
the llrst time in stock of Guy Bolton'a
amusing comedy,. "The Hule of Three," .
which was seen hero early this season. '
The comedy tells the story of a verriittuictive woman who has three

is, she has had two andthem and is on her honeymoon
with the thlid arH thc daughter of th
urai. mc mice men meet at tho moun-
tain hotel she has selected for herhoneymoon. More important than thaPlay to thc Poll patrons will bo the in-
troduction of aiuude Gilbert in the part
of the much married bride, and Rock- -,

ellffe Fellowcs, as her latest husband.
There will also ho Graham Velsey In
the part of a bellboy, one of the bestparts of tho piece, and Gertrude Bond-hi- ll

as n verv wlso oung woman.

Evelyn Ncsbit and Jack Clifford will
lead the stellar line at tho B. F. Keith
Theater next week, with the singing and
dancing divertissement with whJch they
won success in London and New York.
Another big atti action from the New
York Hlppodiome will be tho Seven
Bracks, in thrilling gmnastlc feats.
.Van Halperlii. "The Personality Girl."
will innKC her debut In this bill.

Othei numbers will be Marion Little-field- 's

"The Florentine Singers." Emmet
Devoy and company In "Hjs Wife's
Mother;" Millv McDermott, rjie comics
hoodlei , Pietro. the piano accordionist,
and tin I'oiierson brothers in comla
serial feats

Next Similuv tho conceits xvill offer
the features of the current bill, r.va
Tangmiv is underlined for the. week at
Febiiidi v 1.".

"The Now College Glils" company ap-

peals- at the uayetv Theater next week.
Manager Spiegel has gone intu the mu-

sical i omedy. legitimate and vaudcvlllei
Held for his artists and hat! secure.!
tho services of some of the very best.
Alio Reynolds, that funny Hebrew
comciilnn. lias l,r principal role He is
assisted bv Charles Moran, Florence
.Mills. Lew" Christy, Cleo Lewis. Molly
Wood Slanfoid. the whirlwind violinist.
Nona Forbes. Frank Grace and Johnny
Berkes While the action if the pleci
piovldcs a host of amusing incidents,
these well-know- n farceurs introduce
hlch class specialties, adding materially
to tlie evening's entertainment

The "Rector Girls." headed hy ,r.
Thoodoie Murph.v. will begin a. week's
engagement at tlie Majestic noxa week.
Tho attraction is said to present an
organization of builes-qu- stars, vaude-
ville acts of merit, and an unusual
chorus Opening with the one-a- ct musi-
cal farce. "A Day nl the Busy Cor-- ,
nor," bv J. Theodoie Murphy, there I

an olio of high-clas- s acts, which in-

cludes Belle Lynch, "tho girl with th
llg voice," Peggy Davis, in now songs
and dances, and other big feature actts,
Wrestling matches will be staged Wed-
nesday and Friday evenings.

Women in Full Regalia
At Suffragists' Movies

Weai ins the full icgalia of their or-

ganization a squad of women of tho
Congtessional Cnion ate. on duty at th
Colonial Theater today, whero tho suf-fta- ge

motion picture play, "Your Girl
and Mine," is being presented. Thai

theater had been elaborately decorated,
witfi banners and streamers of gold,
niirnle and white bunting, tho colors of
the union, and the costumes of thc ush-oi- k

(allied out the same color scheme.
The speakers are Mrs. Helena Hill
ood Miss Constance Drexel, Mrs.

Nlni xl'lender. Mrs. Ida Walters. MUs
Alice Paul. Miss Lucv Burns, Miss Elsto
Hill, and Dr. Mary llcaton, of Loa An-
geles.

The ushers at under the direction oil
Miss Diexel, and Miss Viola Thorwarth
is In charge of tho ticket office.

IVtmlts have been obtained for open-a- ir

speaking In thc vicinity of the thea-
ter

Dance as Fireflies.
Hie Young Men's Hebrew Association..r ,i dance at Old Masonic Tempi

last night A le.iture of the event wn
lit 'v dances, during which all light
wtie turntd out and the dancers tripped
through a mate of riashlijhte.


